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gle comment ? If not, then why are these authors
so purely exceptional in their mode of diction?
What can account for the restraint upon their
pens, so utterly unfelt by all others ? Surely there
never was such a history, not only, but there never
was such a writing of history since the world be-
gan. Is it, then, credible that such men as our
evangelists are known to have been could have
invented such a character, and could have forged
such a history as their respective Gospels contain ?
There can be but one answer. Admit that the
Gospels are genuine, it must be admitted that the
writers depict their Master from life. Say that
the reputed authors were incompetent to the task:
much less, it must be said, could any others, sub-
sequent to their time, have accomplished it. In
any case, these documents are no less wonderful
on account of their authorship than for their con-
tents. Now their existence is a fact which must
be satisfactorily accounted for. Suppose two men
of our own day, brought up to the fisherman's
calling, should abandon their nets, and, to improve
their condition, should set about the writing of
novels, how would they succeed ? Need I ask ?
To say the least, their stories would smell of their
fish, and they would soon discover it the better
policy to return to their tackle and smacks. Can
it then be reasonably supposed that such writers
of the earliest age in Christian chronology, with
no advantages whatever, could not only succeed
better, but actually eclipse the most gifted that
ever wrote in any age; and by their simply formed
works of fiction, multiplied and still multiplying